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I fear that our states may be ravaged as a result of the actions of the
environmentalists—the greatest threat to the ecology of the West,

Questions

1. What does Watt see as the hidden motive of the environmentalist move.

ment?

2. How does he argue that environmentalism actually threatens the natura]
environment in the West?

180. Ronald Reagan, Inaugural Address
(1981)

Source: Inaugural Address, January 20, 1981, Public Papers of the
Presidents, Ronald Reagan, 1981 (Washington, D.C., 1982); pp. 1-3.

Riding a wave of dissatisfaction with the country’s economic problems
and apparently diminished strength in world affairs, Ronald Reagan was
elected president in 198¢. An excellent public speaker, Reagan reshaped
the nation's agenda and political language more effectively than any
other president since Franklin D. Roosevelt. He made conservatism séem
progressive, rather than an attempt to turn back the tide of progress. His .
inaugural address reflected how he made freedom the.watchword of what
came to be called the Reagan Revolution—an effort o scale back thé_' s =
scope of government, lower taxes, and reinvigorate the Cold Wat; Hé' [
ended by invoking the time-honored idea that the United States has’ ai
mission to serve as a “beacon” of freedom for people throughout the

wo_rld.

MR. PRESIDENT,... by your gracious cooperation in the transit
process, you have shown a watching world that we are a.un d
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people pledged to maintaining a political system which guarantees
individual liberty to a greater degree than any other, and I thank
you and your people for all your help in maintaining the continuity
which is the bulwark of our Republic.

The business of our nation goes forward. These United States are
confronted with an economic affliction of great proportions. We suf-
fer from the longest and one of the worst sustained inflations in our
national history. It distorts our economic decisions, penalizes thrift,

and crushes the struggling young and the fixed-income elderly alike.
It threatens to shatter the lives of millions of our people.

In this present crisis, government is not the solution to our prob-
lem; government is the problem. From time to time we've been
tempted to believe that society has become too complex to be man-
aged by self-rule, that government by an elite group is superior to
government for, by, and of the people. Well, if no one among us is

capable of governing himself, then who among us has the capacity '
to govern someone else? All of us together, in and out of govern-
ment, must bear the burden: The solutions we seek must be equita-
ble, with no one group singled out to pay a higher price.

50, as we begin, let us take inventory. We are a nation that has a
government—not the other way around. And this makes us special
among the nations of the Earth. Qur government has no power
except that granted it by the people. It is time to check and reverse
the growth of government, which shows signs of having grown
beyond the consent of the governed.

It is my intention to curb the size and 1nﬂuence of the Federal
establishment and to demand recognition of the distinction between
the powers granted to the Federal Government and those reserved to
the States or to the people. All of us need to be reminded that the
Federal Government did not create the States; the States created the
Federal Government.

Now, 50 there will be no misunderstanding, it's not my intention to
do away with government. It is rather to make it work—work with

us, not over us; to stand by our side, not ride on our back. Government
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can and must provide opportunity, not smother it; foster productiv-
ity, not stifle it.

If we lock to the answer as to why for so many years we achieved
somuch, prospered as no other people on Earth, it was because here
in this land we unleashed the energy and individual genius of man
to a greater extent than has ever been done before. Freedom and the
dignity of the individual have been more available and assured here
than in any other place on Earth. The price for this freedom at times
has been high, but we have never been unwilling to pay that price.

It is no coincidence that our present troubles parallel and are pro-
portionate to the intervention and intrusion in our lives that result.
from unnecessary and excessive growth of government. It is time for
us to realize that we're too great a nation to limit ourselves to small
dreams. We're not, as some would have us believe, doomed to an
inevitable decline. I do not believe in a fate that will fall on usno mat-
ter what we do. I do believe in a fate that will fall on us if we do noth-
ing. So, with all the creative energy at our command, let us begin an
era of national renewal. Let us renew our determination, our courage,
and our strength. And let us renew our faith and our hope.

Well, I believe we, the Americans of today, are ready to act worthy
of ourselves, ready to do what must be done to ensure happiness and
liberty for ourselves, our children, and our children’s children. And
as we tenew ourselves here in our own land, we will be seen as having
greater strength throughout the world. We will again be the exem-
plar of freedom and a beacon of hope for those who do not now have
freedom.

Questions
1. WhatisReagan's definition of freedom?

2. What does Reagan mean when ke says, “government is not the solution

to our problem; government is the problem"?




